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Autumn Meeting - challenges of

forelimb lameness

A full house was achieved at
the Autumn meeting in
Gloucester. Our affiliation with
BSAVA allowed us to make use of
their excellent facilities to host the
day . A big thank you to Tamsin
O’Brien for her sterling
organisational effort. I would also
like to thank human
Physiotherapist, Alison for being
brave enough to address a group
of veterinary surgeons and nurses.
Her interactive talk on the human
shoulder gave all the delegates a
better understanding of the
complexities of the joint and the
issues faced when attempting
treatment. Treating the canine
shoulder is no less complicated
but hopefully we all gained an
insight to treatment which should
allow us to improve out clinical
outcomes

Noel Fitzpatrick entertained
the delegates with a video tour of
forelimb lameness. State of the art
was blended with common sense
in a highly entertaining two hours.

Human and animal
physiotherapist Di Meesum
finished off the day with practical

tips on splinting the canine

forelimb. Significant interest was
shown in the topic to suggest that
a day long workshop on the topic
would be well received and

attended so watch this space

AGM

I would like to take this
opportunity thank everybody that
participated in the AGM and am
extremely pleased to welcome our
new committee members. On
behalf of the association I would
also like to thank David Prydie for
all his hard work over the last few
years. He was a valued member of
the committee and will be sorely

missed.
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Update on paraprofessionals

Lowri continues to act as chair for the
musculoskeletal group as interested
parties try to find a way of improving the
standard of regulation, delivery and
teaching of animal physiotherapy. At the
most recent meeting it was unanimously
agreed that the degree in animal
physiotherapy should be subject to the
same academic standards as that of the
human degree course.

Finally it appears that the veterinary
profession has woken up to the danger of
having a large population of unqualified
paraprofessionals providing services such
as hydrotherapy, massage, thermal
imaging and laser therapy. Unfortunately
it has happened several years to late and
now it would appear that the best way
forward is to improve the standard of
both the provision and teaching of
individual components of small animal

rehabilitation

Founding Diplomats for a
European College of Veterinary
Sports Medicine and
Rehabilitation.
Nominations have now closed for the
founding Diplomats for the European
College of Veterinary Sports Medicine
and Rehabilitation. This development

should eventually lead to a recognised

veterinary specialisation in equine and
canine rehabilitation and elevate the
discipline to the status it deserves. It
should also allow for the development of
appropriate educational training
pathways to develop skilled practitioners
in the field.

I suspect that this may well be in the
long term the best way of improving the
standard of rehabilitation within the
profession. Several members have voiced
concerns regarding the quality of
rehabilitation provided by various
institutions across the UK. As chair of
BVRSMA I plan to write to Dr Laurent
Garossi, head of the European College of
Veterinary Neurology to voice the
assoclations concerns and to see whether
training can be improved for the

neurology diplomats.

BSAVA Webinars
BVRSMA in conjunction with BSAVA
will be hosting a series of Webinars on
acute and chronic pain management in
the spring. Members will be emailed with
the dates once they are finalised in the

next few weeks.



