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Autumn Meeting - challenges of
forelimb lameness

DATES FOR THE
CPD CALENDAR

ABVA Spring Meeting
15th March - Edinburgh

ACUPUNCTURE FOR
THE GERIATRIC DOG
24th-25th March, Langford

5th Annual STAAR
Conference 23rd - 27th
April, New Jersey

ABVA Foundation Course
8th-9th May and 5-6th
June, Bristol

ACUPUNCTURE FOR
THE SPORTING DOG
12th - 13th May, Langford

8th International
Symposium on Veterinary
Rehabilitation -5th -8th
August, Portland, Oregon
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better understanding of the
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shoulder is no less complicated
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insight to treatment which should
allow us to improve out clinical
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Update on paraprofessionals
Lowri continues to act as chair for the
musculoskeletal group as interested
parties try to find a way of improving the
standard of regulation, delivery and
teaching of animal physiotherapy. At the
most recent meeting it was unanimously
agreed that the degree in animal
physiotherapy should be subject to the
same academic standards as that of the
human degree course.
Finally it appears that the veterinary
profession has woken up to the danger of
having a large population of unqualified
paraprofessionals providing services such
as hydrotherapy, massage, thermal
imaging and laser therapy. Unfortunately
it has happened several years to late and
now it would appear that the best way
forward is to improve the standard of
both the provision and teaching of
individual components of small animal
rehabilitation

Founding Diplomats for a
European College of Veterinary
Sports Medicine and
Rehabilitation.
Nominations have now closed for the
founding Diplomats for the European
College of Veterinary Sports Medicine
and Rehabilitation. This development
should eventually lead to a recognised

veterinary specialisation in equine and
canine rehabilitation and elevate the
discipline to the status it deserves. It
should also allow for the development of
appropriate educational training
pathways to develop skilled practitioners
in the field.
I suspect that this may well be in the
long term the best way of improving the
standard of rehabilitation within the
profession. Several members have voiced
concerns regarding the quality of
rehabilitation provided by various
institutions across the UK. As chair of
BVRSMA I plan to write to Dr Laurent
Garossi, head of the European College of
Veterinary Neurology to voice the
associations concerns and to see whether
training can be improved for the
neurology diplomats.
BSAVA Webinars
BVRSMA in conjunction with BSAVA
will be hosting a series of Webinars on
acute and chronic pain management in
the spring. Members will be emailed with
the dates once they are finalised in the
next few weeks.

